DrivenDogs Agility

General Information

If training our dog to leap over hurdles, crawl through tunnels, traverse a see-saw, scale an A-Frame, walk a plank suspended four feet above the ground, and weave though a line of poles like a snake sounds exciting…Then Dog Agility may be just for you! Nearly all dogs – mixed and purebred alike – can enjoy agility. Dog agility combines a fast paced, athletic challenge with strategy and teamwork. It’s a great way to build your dog’s confidence, improve its physical condition, and spend quality time together.

Whether it’s for fun or competition, there’s a class to fit you and your dog.

Visitors are welcome to drop in and watch agility training in action.

Please email for current training schedules and directions.

For additional information, visit our web site at www.drivendogs.com or

email DrivenDogs Agility at info@drivendogs.com 

Agility Class Fee Structure

· Class fees are $20 per class IF paid in advance for the entire month. Classes cancelled due to bad weather or holidays will be credited.

· Class payments are due the first class of the month.
· Cost for 5-week Beginning Session is $100 to be paid at the time of enrollment
· Class fee is $23 per class for drop-in's OR if you will not be paying the entire month in advance. (No drop-in's will be permitted without prior permission from the DrivenDogs office. NO Exceptions.)
· The $20 per class rate is a discount rate for monthly students.

DrivenDogs Agility Make-Up Class Policy

Effective August 1st, 2008: DrivenDogs Agility has updated their Group Class Absence Policy. DrivenDogs will only allow make-up classes or class credits (instructors’ discretion) due to injury/illness to the dog or handler that causes two (2) or more consecutive absences. We will require notification prior to your first missed class that you will be absent in order to put your remaining payment balance on hold until the dog or handler has recovered from the injury/illness. If the illness/injury is for a prolonged period of time, you may have to relinquish your place in the class, until a new opening is available.

Effective June 1st, 2006: There will be no make up classes or credits for missed classes during a 5-Week Beginning Agility Class Session.

In the event DrivenDogs Agility cancels a pre-paid group class for any reason, (ie: holidays, rain, bad weather, emergency, trainer illness, ect...), you will be credited for the cancelled class.
PLEASE EMAIL THE OFFICE FOR INFORMATION ON CLASS SCHEDULES IN THE EVENT OF BAD WEATHER OR HOLIDAYS.
It is recommended you call the office or check your email, if the weather even looks iffy. There are occasions where we may have to cancel class with very little notice, so it is advisable that you always check you email before coming to class. We don’t want you showing up if classes are cancelled!
What happens if the weather is bad?
If classes are unable to be held then DrivenDogs Agility notes it in the attendance roster and you will be credited for the cancelled class the following month. Be sure to check the DrivenDogs Yahoo Group to confirm that class has been cancelled.

Beginning Agility Session: First Class Information

Things to bring: 

· 4-6 foot leash 

· Flat buckle type collar 

· Water for your dog 

· Water or soda for yourself 

· Comfortable running shoes

· Dog Potty Bags for Clean-Up
· Your dog’s favorite treats (Recommend: soft type treats such as hot dog, string cheese, liver, Bil-Jac, etc) and toys 

· A hungry dog (Recommend: Do not feed your dog their evening meal; it’s easier to keep them focused if they are a bit hungry) 

If you have not mailed them in, please bring: 

· Completed and signed the Class Application and Liability Form

· Cash, check, or money order made payable to DrivenDogs Agility for $100.

We believe that agility must be fun for both the dog and the handler and strive to make sure that each step of training is fun. When you arrive at the training site, please feel free to enter the training area but please keep your dog on leash. Please DO NOT allow your dog on any of the equipment until your instructor has given you permission. Also, PLEASE remember to clean up after yourself and your dog. 
Your instructor looks forward to meeting you and your canine companion. If you have any questions, please email and we will be happy to clarify any information. 

Frequently Asked Questions

Does my dog need obedience to start agility classes?
Basic obedience is very helpful for Beginner Agility. DrivenDogs Agility does not require formal obedience to start agility classes. Beginning Level Agility classes are worked with the dogs on leash to help keep the dogs focused. (Recommend: dog should know Sit, Down, Come, and Stay)
How old must my puppy be to start agility?
DrivenDogs Agility allows dogs six months or older to start agility training. Please remember that many puppies do not stop growing until they are 10 to 16 month old. Therefore, we will be cautious when it comes to activities that may stress their bones.
Can my child work our dog in class?
DrivenDogs Agility welcomes junior handlers as long as a parent remains in the training area at all times. The junior handler MUST be able to control their dog.
How long before we’re ready to compete?
On average, most dogs and handlers need at least six months before they are ready to get their feet wet at agility show-n-go’s and matches. These are events that carry no titles, awards, or prizes but are a great warm up before actual competition. DrivenDogs Agility Instructors have found that teaching the dog the agility obstacles is the easy part. The really tough part of agility training is teaching the handler how to communicate the signals in a timely fashion. As with most things there are exceptions to every general rule of thumb. Some dog/handler teams are not ready nearly that soon and others are ready then or sooner.

How can I tell if my dog will like agility?
Since DrivenDogs Agility starts all of it’s students on equipment that is low and safe we can spend most of our time having fun with our dogs. Training methods that build on positive reinforcements mean that the dog has lots of opportunities to earn rewards such as toys and treats. Why wouldn’t they like agility! New students are also encouraged to visit classes first and watch our training in action. 

Can both my spouse and I work our dog in a class?
This really depends on the dog. Some dogs are more responsive to one spouse than the other. If this is the case, then it can be frustrating and difficult for both the dog and the handler to maintain focus in the training. If your dog is equally responsive to each of you, then switching back and forth isn’t a problem. Keep in mind though that you will only be given the working opportunities for one dog, not two persons. 

My dog is six years old. Is that too old for agility?
It is almost never too late to start training one’s dog. However, commonsense tells us that if our dog has health problems then care must be taken to assure that the dog is not pushed beyond it’s limits. The older the dog, the more care we must take in maintaining their good health. Please talk with an instructor about any health concerns that you may have for either you or your dog.
